The following are the activities that we have undertaken so far:

(i) Setting up a National Campaign team;

(ii) Outreach / meetings with youth entrepreneurs dealing with ICT to promote their work.

(iii) Radio discussion programmes on the National Campaign Initiative.

Although the pace is slow and the momentum still low, progress has been gradual and encouraging. An additional support may give impetus to the national campaign. The financial cost of these activities were generally offset by voluntary donation and service by members of the National Campaign team and other partnership organizations such as the TakingITGlobal Sierra Leone network, Youth Empowerment for Development Ministries (YEDEM), Firestone Community Development and Cultural Organisation, Earth Charter Youth Group Sierra Leone (ECYG-SL), and National Youth Multi-purpose cooperative Society (NYMCOS).

Our most immediate plans are centered around increasing the level of national awareness on the WSIS, the national campaign team and the campaign, and bring ICT and the youth information society to mainstream of public discussion and opinion. The plans aims at eliciting views and opinions through an hour radio discussion and phone-in programme to be broadcast by the two major radio stations in the country, and bringing together stakeholders in the youth information society to discuss, exchange and collate views and opinions into a national declaration at a national workshop / interactive forum.

STRATEGY / METHODOLOGY:

*
Selection of topics for radio discussion:  Specific topics that will elicit the thoughts and perspectives of the young people about the pressing issues and key opportunities presented by the information revolution in the following areas:

· Access and connectivity

· Creating employment

· Promoting community development

· Promoting international and local networking of ideas, events and resources

· Environmental impact

· Gender equality

· Privacy

Five lead-facilitators, who shall intermittently moderate the national interactive forum, shall be the main discussants at the radio discussion and phone-in programme. Another five facilitators shall listen to every discussion and phone-in programme and note the important views, ideas being expressed to be used as a working guideline at the national interactive forum.

At the national interactive forum, six discussion groups, each looking at a specific area of concern and led by me of the ten lead facilitators, shall be established. A speaker shall be invited to deliver a paper in an area of concern; the lead facilitator is then left to facilitate healthy and in-depth discussion on the presentation of the speaker against the background of the views and ideas elicited during the radio discussion programmes. The discussion groups will then assemble their conclusions into a national declaration.

PROPOSED ACTIVITY AND BUDGET

(A)
Radio Discussion and Phone-in programme:

1. Purpose:  To raise national awareness on the up-coming WSIS and the national youth campaign alongside an examination of the advantages and disadvantages of ICT and Youth, in Sierra Leone, in terms of access and use, thus eliciting public reaction through a phone-in component of the programme.

2. Expected impacts:  It is expected that the radio discussion and phone-in programme will increase the level of national awareness about the up-coming WSIS, thus bringing ICT and young people in the mainstream of public discussion and opinion.

3. Schedule:

Date


      Frequency

Broadcast Time

Air-time
5th September 2003
98.1 FM

10:00 a.m.


1hr

6h September 2003
96.2 FM

14:00 p.m.


1hr

Cost:
Le200,000 per slot x 2 = Le400,000.00 (US$180.00)


(B)
National Interactive Forum:

· Purpose:    (i) To bring together ICT stakeholders in the youth 



      information society to discuss ICT and its relevant to  

              youth / community development in post-war Sierra Leone

(ii) To discuss and finalize a national declaration document on the information society.

· Theme:     ICT and young people in Sierra Leone: accelerating a rebirth 

after war

· Date:       September 10th, 11th, 12th 2003

· Venue:    British Council Hall, Tower Hill, Freetown

· Participants:  Eighty (80)

Note:  Participants have been limited to eighty (80) in order for the forum to be able to reach a consensus on the national declaration. They will be carefully selected from different background based on region, sex and access / use of ICT.

· Expected impacts:  A national interactive workshop will give meaning and strength to the national youth declaration and bring the campaign to a measurable level.

· Budget:

· Rentage of venue: Le100,000 x 3 days = Le300,000.00 (US$120.00)

· Tea break for 80 participants @ Le2,000 x 3 = Le480,000.00 (US$192.00)

· Lunch for 80 participants @ Le4,000 x 3 = Le960,000.00 (US$384.00)

· T-shirts (for souvenir) for 80 participants @ Le10,000 = Le800,000.00 (US$320.00)

· Workshop accessories (assorted)

· 80 files @ Le1,000 = Le80,000.00 (US$32.00)

· 80 pens @ Le1,000 = Le80,000.00 (US$32.00)

· 80 notebooks @ 2,000 = Le160,000.00 (US$64.00)

· Printing of workshop materials = Le250,000.00 (US$100.00)

-     Miscellaneous = Le200,000.00 (US$80)

Grand total  = Le3,310,000.00 (US$1,424.00)

